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QUINTIN PEPPIAT
CHAIR, NEW VISION TRUST

Foreword by Chair of Trustees, Revd Quintin Peppiatt:

Since our last newsletter in July, there have been some exciting developments around the schools. Great SAT results,
the completion of the building projects but I must start with the wonderful news that two more of our schools have
achieved an ‘Outstanding’ grade from the OFSTED inspectors.

Under the new OFSTED framework it is much more difficult to be awarded an ‘Outstanding’ grade. Yet in the past
few months both Vicarage and Gallions Primary Schools have managed to achieve this distinction putting them
within the top 15% of primary schools in the country. It is a great credit to all the school statf, parents, carers and
children of those schools. I know how much work is involved in gaining this distinction. It also means that three of
our five schools are now outstanding. Almost six years ago , we set up the New Vision Trust on the understanding that
working together as an academy trust would raise the standards in all of our schools. It is good to know that we made
the right decision.

The SAT results continue to improve across the schools with some of the schools in the top 5% of SATs results in the
country.

You will also have seen new buildings going up in Vicarage and Elmhurst Schools . They should be completed by the
end of term and they will significantly add to the resources available for some of our most vulnerable children. There
are also playground works continuing to be worked on across our schools.

An exciting and productive term and many thanks to the Chief Executive Officer, the headteachers, staff and
governors who do all the hard work to make these achievements possible.

SPOTLIGHT ON FAHIMA KHANKHARA -
ENGLISH HUB LEAD

Hello everyone, I'm Fahima and I've had the pleasure of being part of the Elmhurst family for over 10
wonderful years. I studied English Literature at University and have always had a passion for reading.

Having started my teaching career with Elmhurst Primary School, I've had many incredible
opportunities over the years teaching in KS1 and leading the year 1 team as Head of Year. I have had
the privilege of working as a Literacy Specialist for the English Hub, supporting schools with teaching
phonics effectively and developing early language skills. This year, I've stepped into the role of Hub
Lead, and I'm thoroughly enjoying the chance to be at the forefront of nurturing a love for reading.
While my role has evolved, my passion for education and dedication to supporting schools remain
unwavering. As Hub Lead, I am deeply committed to ensuring schools we work with are able to
support children with the invaluable skill of reading fluently.

On a personal note, I am an avid reader myself. With two young girls at home, I take great joy in
reading to them each day. I firmly believe that every child should have the opportunity to experience
the magic of someone reading to them.
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GALLIONS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Gallions was judged outstanding by Ofsted in all areas!

[ am very proud to share that since the last NVT newsletter in July, Gallions has been awarded an
outstanding judgement by Ofsted.

The inspection took place on the 17th and 18th of October and was led by a team of four inspectors, one of whom was
present to quality check the process. On the first day, the ofsted team completed deep dives into reading, physical
education, history and science. As part of their deep dives, they conducted lesson observations, delved into pupil books
and had numerous conversations with pupils and curriculum leaders. These intense scrutinies of the curriculum were
led expertly by our curriculum leads and showcased our rich, progressive and considered curriculum. In fact, Ofsted
commented on our highly ambitious curriculum, where pupils routinely study content that is above what might be
expected of them.

In reflection, what we appreciate the most about our recent Ofsted visit was the opportunity we were given to highlight
what makes Gallions unique and special. The ofsted team spent time in performing arts lessons, philosophy for children
sessions, chess lessons, latin lessons and of course music lessons. Through these lesson observations and conversations
with staff and pupils Ofsted were able to get a better understanding of Gallions and what makes it an exceptional school.
As a school we invest heavily in creating and providing outstanding opportunities for all of our students - this might be
the opportunity to perform in one of our orchestras, take part in a debating competition or be part of a winning
cheerleading squad. Gallions makes sure it offers something that will excite and engage all pupils.

Following our outstanding judgement, Gallions was visited in November by Amanda Spielman, the Chief Inspector. We
were proud to yet again showcase our outstanding school with a particular focus on our music curriculum. She was able
to spend time in the music department, listening to our children in year two practising their string instruments. She was
accompanied by ITV and excitingly Gallions was part of a news bulletin.

None of these achievements would be possible without our amazing staff - I personally have to thank everyone for their
commitment, enthusiasm and belief in our school.
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JONNY WALKER

In 2023-24, the five schools of the New Vision Trust are continuing to work with specialist teacher Jonny Walker.

Throughout November and December, all of the Year 5 students at Vicarage and Gallions are taking part in the Iliad
Project.

“The Iliad Project continues to grow and develop each year. Working in Gallions, it has been great to build upon the
rich culture of philosophical enquiry. And with Vicarage, the project so far has given me plentiful opportunities to work
with the Y5 team, developing teachers’ own reflective practice.

The children in both schools are incredibly eager, and my Tuesdays and Fridays are the highlights of my week.” Jonny
Walker

After the February half-term, it will be the turn of Elmhurst, Nelson and Downshall.

This project gives every Year 5 child in our trust the chance to develop their oracy, reflection, self-confidence and
engagement with mythical thinking. Children act, reflect, philosophise, pose questions and learn many ways to improve
their communication.

And for the teachers, it is a coherent and structured form of in-class CPD, inviting teachers to see their classroom with
new eyes, as participant observers.

Looking to Summer, we are booked in for our latest legendary New Vision Trust poetry retreat at the New Forest, from
Tuesday 21st to Friday 24th May, with Jonny and Adisa.

The Iliad Project continues to grow and develop each year. Working in Gallions, it has been great to interrogate
children's learning relationships build upon the rich culture of philosophical enquiry with the Y5 teachers. And with
Vicarage, the project so far has given me plentiful opportunities to work with the Y5 team on drama-based strategies
and reflective pedagogical practice. In both schools, the children have engaged with great enthusiasm, and a real
passion for mythology.
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