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We are delighted to invite all children to take part in the Winter Mini  
Reading Challenge taking place in all Newham Libraries, running up until 
30th January. The aim of the Challenge is for children to borrow and read 
three books of their choice. When they join, children will receive a Reading 
Record to write down the names of the books they have read and to collect 
their sticker rewards. Each child who finishes the Challenge by reading 
three books or more will receive a certificate, given to them at the library.  

Please see the attached flyer and the following link for further details. 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-
challenge-2021  

Encouraging your child to read over the holidays has huge benefits and we 
really hope they will discover the joy of finding some great books to read in 
Newham libraries! 

WINTER READING CHALLENGE—ARE YOU UP FOR IT? 

TERM DATES 

SPRING TERM 1 

 05/01/2022— 11/02/2022  

 INSET DAY—17/01/2022 

 HALF TERM            
14/02/2021—18/02/2022 

 

SPRING TERM 2 

 22/02/2022— 01/04/2022  

 INSET DAY—21/02/2022 

 SPRING BREAK       
04/04/2021—18/04/2022 

Through the eyes of a 

child 

Travelling on the        

underground train. A 

poem by Aarush N (4R) 



HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE TO FAMILIES: 

Dear Families, 

I hope that you are all keeping well and looking forward to spending the festive break with your lovely 

children. It has been another busy but productive half term with children and staff excelling in all areas 

of school life.  

Our year 2 pupils scored 97% in the phonic screening test, an excellent achievement and a testament to 

all of the hard work that Ms Ahmed and her year 2 team put in, ably supported by our early reading 

leader Ms Roberts.  In addition, our girls’ football team were crowned Newham champions for the first 

time ever – fantastic achievement and makes us all very proud (especially Mr Ben). 

Our PTA and wider parent/carers group continues to form a strong relationship with the school. Majid 

Khan our new PTA Chair and Mumtaz Khan, vice chair, have already made an excellent start and helped 

to clarify the PTA constitution with a greater focus on the curriculum. Thank you to everyone for        

supporting the food bank and warm clothes collection to support refugees. Ms Rahman is our Pupil and 

Parent Voice coordinator and has a real commitment to helping others and carrying out global partner-

ships. The Climate Change Protest and exhibition of the Story of Water project were highly educational 

projects which helped to raise our children’s and community’s awareness of global issues and we now 

have the next generation of activists. 

We are continuing our work on diverse role models with a wonderful Christmas research homework that 

we would like all pupils to undertake, which will feed into a vote to select and display the top 3 / 4       

inspiring people in the reception area who represent our community and have a positive 

impact on our views of the world. Ms Read is our  Education 4 Change am bassador  and 

will be leading on this work. 

I have loved seeing our pupils undertaking a wealth of enrichment activities this term, ranging from   

ballet to learning about the Iliad in year 5. This additional investment was applauded . The Quintin    

Peppiatt Wing including the Theatre wing is now being used extensively for teaching and performing 

and is being enjoyed by all.  

Although we are currently experiencing high levels staff absence due to seasonal sickness and Covid    

related sickness, the school has still ensured that pupils receive the highest level of education. We do  

encourage all families, including pupils to carry out regular lateral flow testing. This should be daily if 

you have been identified as a close contact or have symptoms. 

I wish everyone a wonderful festive break and Merry Christmas to members of our community who     

observe this celebration. Please do encourage your children to participate in the Christmas Reading 

Challenge. 

 

Kind regards, 

- Ms S Samra (Headteacher) 

We are still receiving congratulations from different stakeholders about our Outstanding inspection in 

October, here are a few which I would like to share with you: 

“Congratulations on your wonderful Ofsted report, it was such a pleasure to read, you obviously have a 
great school – acknowledgement of you and your team’s hard work and absolute focus – WELL DONE.” 
Newham Headteacher 
  
“I would like to congratulate you on the recent ‘Outstanding’ Ofsted judgement achieved by Elmhurst 

Primary School. This outcome is a testament to your hard work and dedication alongside the school’s 

staff and support by the trust. Once again, accept my warmest congratulations to you and the entire 

school workforce. I look forward to seeing Elmhurst Primary School remain ‘Outstanding’ in the coming 

months and years. “ Regional Schools Commissioner. 



On Tuesday 9th November we held a monumental unveiling of our new wing which consists of a 
performance theatre with a purpose built stage, creative arts classroom and modern office spaces.  

The building was named in honour of Councillor Rev. Quintin Peppiatt, Chair of trustees of New  
Vision Trust and Chair of the Governing Board of Vicarage primary school. Mr Peppiatt has devoted 
25 years serving the communities of Newham as councillor and previously Lead councillor for       
education for Newham. This was a small token of our appreciation for all his work. 

We welcomed our wonderful staff, head teachers from our trust schools as well as parents of our  
exceptional pupils to attend this grand opening. 

A special thanks to our visitors below, some who travelled a long distance to attend. 

 Councillor Rev. Quintin Peppiatt,  
 Ruth Miskin— Founder of RWI Programme 
 Hamida Hussain—Parent Governor 
 John McIntosh—Retired head teacher of The London Oratory School 
 Farah Ziaulla—Deputy Director, Curriculum Policy at the DfE  
 

Since the opening we are proud to see our children of Elmhurst as well as the children from our New 
Vision Trust schools using the theatre to tap into their creative/imaginative side to create some 
amazing assemblies and performances. 

GRAND OPENING OF THE QUINTIN PEPPIATT WING 



Two Elmhurst debaters impressed a crowd of distinguished business 
people by showing off their eloquence and quick thinking skills. 

Ibrahim from 6T and Saista from 5SF were invited to take part in 
the show debate at the famous restaurant The Ivy, in central        

London. 

The event was a showcase held by the charity Debate Mate, which 
has worked with Elmhurst for many years to run our debating clubs. 

Both the Debate Mate staff members and the audience watching 
were astonished by the confidence our pupils had to take on the   

motion 'THBT online communication is more effective than             
in-person communication'. 

It once again shows the valuable impact debating can have on our 
young people and a testament to their hard work that, at just ten 

years old, they are able to hold their own among adults. 

DEBATING SHOWCASE! 

Elmhurst students were treated to a morning of Shakespearean theatre - with a twist! 

A one-man acting company, called Shaking Up Shakespeare, introduced children to the work of the 
Bard through lively and comical performances. 

Using our new facility, the Quentin Peppiat Theatre, the performances of Shakespeare's riotous          
romantic comedy Twelfth Night had year three, four, five and six children in stitches. 

Anthony Glenn, the actor behind Shaking Up Shakespeare, ensures his versions are true to the heart of 
the original works and puts the main thrust of the narrative across to the children. However, he does 

this in a vibrant and energetic way that has children not just watching on but actually taking part,   
playing many of the roles under his direction. 

Shakespeare, while both beautifully written and culturally important, can be confusing for younger      
audiences, especially as it plays with as many comings and goings as Twelfth Night. The story sees      

character Viola, separated from her twin Sebastian, dressing as a boy and working for the Duke Orsino, 
whom she falls in love with. Orsino is in love with the Countess Olivia, and sends Viola to court her for 

him, but Olivia falls for Viola instead. Sebastian arrives, causing a flood of mistaken identity, and    
marries Olivia. Viola then reveals she is a girl and marries Orsino. 

Our children always look forward to Mr Glenn's visits and, over the last decade, have enjoyed his full 
range of plays: Macbeth, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest, Julius Caesar 

and now Twelfth Night. 

Shakespeare has long had a place at the heart of Elmhurst, even beyond these performances. We have 
a well established Shakespeare programme, first set up by Ms Samra and Mrs Colthrust and now run 

by Mr Creighton and Ms Mathieson. Every year the children rehearse a play to perform at the       
Shakespeare School Festival. This year, we are working on Henry V and are in the midst of               

preparations ahead of debuting it at Barking Theatre in March. 

SHAKING UP SHAKESPEARE 



Year 1 visited the Tower of London on the 25th and 
26th November. We travelled on the District Line to 
Tower Hill. The children were so excited to see the    
castle, having learnt so much about the different parts 
of a castle and their uses during their lessons in school. 
We walked along the battlements, saw where the moat 
used to be and learnt about the terrifying portcullis 
door that trapped enemies! We even explored the 
King's bedroom and the tower where prisoners were 
kept. The children also found out about the different 
animals that used to live in the Tower of London,       
including a polar bear that would fish in the River 
Thames! We took part in a workshop about all the     
different things a knight would have to do and how the 
monarchy lived at the castle. Despite the cold weather, 
we had a great time exploring the Tower, chatting to the 
Beefeaters and learning about the ravens.  

Y1 VISIT TOWER OF LONDON 

On Saturday 4th December, the choir braved the cold and wind to sing at 
the Green Street Christmas Light switch on! They sounded fabulously fes-
tive and drew quite the crowd, it was lovely to see them spreading joy out in 
our community. The tree and the lights shone brightly but the choir were 
the true stars of the show!  

ELMHURST CHRISTMAS CAROLERS 

GARDENING CLUB 

This term, Year 5 and 6 pupils have been working really hard to grow produce in the winter months as 
well as tackle the burdensome weeds and prune the herb bushes.  

The amazing produce grown includes peppers, tomatoes, chillies, cabbage and pumpkins.  

The pupils in the club then had the opportunity to make pumpkin muffins and a delicious soup. The 
soup was bursting with vibrant colours and flavours. I want to give a special thanks to Miss Saleha who 
runs the club and ensures the pupils have a valuable experiencing of growing and eating their own food! 



Nursery children have worked so hard this term on their        
Christmas assembly. They have learnt songs and dances to retell 

the story of the First Christmas. The children loved the experience  

Year 1 performed their Guru Nanak assembly on December 2nd to a fantastic year 2 audience. The    
children worked so hard to share everything they have learnt about Sikhism and Guru Nanak's teachings 
as a celebration of his birthday. Year 1 drew upon their experience of visiting the local Gurdwara to teach 
people about the tradition of langar and how a baby is given a name in the Sikh faith. They also taught 
their audience about Guru Nanak's life, and even explained how Sikhs may show their faith. We are very 
proud of the confidence and courage with which they performed. Well done to our Year 1 children!  

 
You can watch their assembly here. Please do not share this link beyond Elmhurst families or take any 
screenshots of the video to respect the children's privacy. 

 

https://youtu.be/icm1_5Hh2WM 

GURU NANAK ASSEMBLY 

YEAR 3 LIGHT SHOW 

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY PLAY 

Year 3 performed a wonderful assembly all about ‘light’. How light is important and symbolic in the   
festivals of ‘Diwali’, ‘Hanukkah’ and ‘Christmas’. They thoroughly enjoyed performing in the new       
theatre and confidently retold the story of Rama and Sita being guided home by the rows of light. The 
Jewish people believing that it was a miracle from God that the small amount of oil lasted for 8 days  
after their temple was destroyed. How Christians believe that the light from the stars guided them to  
Jesus and how Jesus was the light of the world. The important message they shared was that light     
represented good over evil. Guidance, strength and hope. They also explained that we as individuals 
could also be light in each other’s lives too by caring, respecting and supporting each other. 

of being on stage in our new theatre- they 
were especially excited by the coloured lights! 
It is amazing to see how far our children have 
come this term, their confidence, effort and 
focus on stage is a joy. Despite the fact we 
couldn't have the audience we hoped for, the 
children still gave it their all and we know you 
are going to love watching the film of their as-
sembly. 

https://youtu.be/icm1_5Hh2WM


We are delighted to announce that Elmhurst Primary 
has been named the borough winner of the Summer 
Reading Challenge 2021! It is wonderful to see that all 
of the hard work that both teachers and parents are 
putting into library visits and developing pupils' love of 
reading is paying off. Well done students, teachers and 
parents for all of your hard work on this. 

All pupils who took part in the challenge have receive 
their own special certificate. The certificate and trophy 
has been awarded to the school as well.  

It was wonderful to welcome pupils to stay after school on Monday 13th December 
for our annual 'Bedtime Stories' session! Lots of fun was had by all as pupils cosied 
up in their pyjamas with their snacks to enjoy some stories. From Nursery to Year 6, 
it was wonderful to see all of our pupils show such engagement with reading and to 
have the opportunity to relax and enjoy some time together before breaking up for 
the holidays. Thank you to pupils, parents and teaching staff for organising such a fun afternoon! 

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE CHAMPIONS 

BEDTIME STORIES 

CRICKET FINALISTS FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

On the 6th December, 12 pupils attended the      
National Cricket Competition where they played 
against schools across Newham. They played 6 
games in total and made it through to the finals 
where they were unfortunately were outrun by 

2balls. We are extremely proud of our pupils for 
their high team spirit during the competition as 

well as their dedication to training beforehand. A 
shout out to our youngest members of the team 

Dani & Kavya for their efforts and accurate bowling 
skills they brought to the team. 

A group of Y4 girls entered Newham's Football 
Competition and took home 1st place! The team 

played a total of 5 games, where they won 4 
games and drew 1. They worked extremely hard 

throughout the competition right up until the 
penalty shootout in their final game. We are so 
proud of this exceptional achievement, a shout 

out to the Captain Ariana who led her team 
through the finals with high team spirit. A big 

thank you to Mr Ben for his efforts in training up 
a fantastic team. 



THE STORY OF  WATER PROJECT! 

Elmhurst Primary School and six other schools in the UK were involved in an exciting project with      

primary schools in Accra, Ghana, with the help of the British Council and their Connecting Classrooms 

through Global Learning programme, The Story of Water project.  

To learn more about CCGL visit this website to learn more about Connecting Classrooms through Global 

Learning -  

https://connecting-classrooms.britishcouncil.org/ 

Thames Festival initiated the project and helped provide artists to create the stunning KS1 mosaic mural. 

The mural was  completed this year and visited by the school community as well as the children in Year 6 

who helped to create it. It was an amazing community effort and we are so very proud of our children, 

parents and artists who made it possible! 

Year 4, 5 and Year 6 fortunately had the opportunity to take part in the project. The art, literacy and    

geography work produced by the children, as part of the project, centred around the UN’s sustainable 

development goals 6 and 14. 

The Year 6 children were involved in designing and creating an underwater sea life mosaic mural in the 

Key stage one playground with artists Dave Taylor and Ursula Kelly. They started this work in Year 4 but 

due to the pandemic it was delayed. Year 5, (when in Year 4) were involved in creating graffiti protest 

placards and giant plastic sea life creatures with artist Andrew Mutter, which they paraded during our 

climate change street protest. 

All the work from Year 5 and 6, has formed part of an exhibition viewable by everyone at Cody Dock    

environmental site, which is now open to the public to visit.  

 

 To learn more about Cody Dock visit the website: 

 https://codydock.org.uk/ 

https://codydock.org.uk/the-story-of-water/ 

 

Children from both countries were working together on the project and learning more about each other. 

This has involved zoom video calls to the school, where our children have seen and talked to the school 

children in Ghana. 

The celebration event showcasing all the children’s hard work and the partnership we have formed with 

our link school Umuraniya Islamic Basic School in Accra, Ghana, as well as the partnerships formed in 

the whole cluster was a great success. The children performed poetry protest raps, read passionate       

climate change speeches, sang in English and Twi, as well as  performed African drumming with the  

musician Khalifa. 



SUPERHEROES!! 

Our year 5/6 pupils were gifted with book that was generously donated by Dr Paul Wallman. Our      

pupils have been enjoying discovering the inspiring tales of over fifty iconic British 

icons (of colour) today, who have each harnessed their curiosity and ambition and 

turned it into their own superhero power. With a special introduction by Stormzy, 

this is a book filled with inspiring journeys, to encourage and empower our pupils 

to  harness their power, and become their own superhero.  

A huge thank you again to Dr Paul for his generous donation and to Dr Mark  

Thomas who spoke to our older children about science and maybe inspired the 

next generation of doctors! 



Year 3 Battle of the Books winners: 

3A: Narwhal, Ben Clanton  

3KW: Narwhal, Ben Clanton  

3R:  Narwhal, Ben Clanton  

3T:  Grandpa Bert and the Ghost Snatchers  

Year 4 Battle of the Books winners: 

4K:  The Adventures of Captain Underpants  

4R:  El Deafo  

4W:  El Deafo  

4E:  El Deafo  

Year 5 Battle of the Books winners: 

5W:  Alex Rider, Anthony Horrowitz  

5SF:  Alex Rider, Anthony Horrowitz  

5F:  Alex Rider, Anthony Horrowitz  

5R:  Bullet Catcher by Chris Bradford  

Year 6 Battle of the Books winners: 

6CF:  When Stars are Scattered by Omar Mohamed  

6S:  When Stars are Scattered by Omar Mohamed  

6T:  When Stars are Scattered by Omar Mohamed  

6V:  When Stars are Scattered by Omar Mohamed  

This term, KS2 pupils have taken part in an exciting new reading initiative - Elmhurst’s ‘Battle of the Books’! 

Battle of the Books is a new initiative designed to further increase our pupils’ love of reading. Each year 

group received brand new books to share with the children to read at home. This term, eight high quality 

books were shared with the classes. Pupils were offered the chance to take these home to read and they    

completed reviews and activities on them at school. At the end of the term, each class voted on their favourite 

book of the autumn term! These will become class finalists to be reviewed again at the end of the year.  

Voting results 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS! 

ELMHURST PANTOMINE 

Nursery and reception were fortunate to have a Christmas pantomime come to them in our very own 
theatre! The pantomime was a great opportunity to introduce children to live theatre, including the   
traditions of pantomime (“It’s behind you!”) and the etiquette of engaging with a live performance.  

The show included plenty of joining in, singing and dancing for the children. The children                  
thoroughly enjoyed the show- Oh yes they did!  



Class  Review Awards 

I think this book is very good 
because it taught me if i have a 
problem or worry I should stay 
calm, positive and share it with 
your parents, teachers and 
adults.  


