HOW DO WE ENSURE THAT THERE IS CURRICULAR PROGRESSION?
In order to achieve our goals, we have carefully planned our curriculum based on the national curriculum, so that
it has depth, breadth and ambition and this work is ongoing.
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We do believe in supporting teachers’ subject knowledge through high quality planning and schemes in literacy
(RWI and Take One book) and maths (Maths No problem and Number Sense) to provide a strong foundation
and consistency for all our staff when delivering core subjects.
Our science and foundation subjects are planned as discrete subjects but we make links if they make sense and
we use curriculum experts such as the Geographical Association and the Computing Hub and Writing For
Pleasure Centre.

Headteacher's message to families:
Dear Families,
I hope that you are all keeping well. I am very excited about the lifting of national restrictions from yesterday. It
will mean that we will return to a more normal school life for all of our pupils and families from 2 nd September. I
will write again to confirm arrangements in the summer holidays, but do not think we need staggered start or
finish times or ‘bubbles’ where children across the year groups cannot meet. It has been a difficult time but we
have all shown ‘ubuntu’ which is a sense of togetherness and family and I wish to thank you for that.

If there is a positive Covid case in school then track and trace will be in touch and only close contacts will need to
isolate, not the whole class.
The PTA has been very clear that it would like more curriculum support so that parents/carers understand what is
taught in school. We have responded with this special curriculum edition of the newsletter. Before we share our
curriculum offer, I want to share what our vision is for all of Elmhurst Primary School’s learners.

We pursue a mastery agenda across all subjects, building up learning in small steps and ensuring our children
progress, learning lessons from neuroscience and current research. We do revisit concepts to ensure knowledge,
vocabulary and skills shift from working to long-term memory. We know that if our children only learn a concept
once then it does not go into their long term memory.
Giving additional support to children with special needs or those who have fallen behind in the pandemic is as
important as giving challenge to those children who grasp concepts quickly. We do have lots of daily catch up in
Maths and Literacy and tuition after school and on Saturdays and during the holidays. We extend children’s
thinking through problem solving, target questioning, extension tasks and ‘low threshold and high ceiling tasks’.

We are very proud of our children and the whole school community and we want to keep improving our
curriculum. I hope that you enjoy learning more about the progress that we have made across the whole
curriculum. Thank you to Ms Silverwood for leading this work with the staff and the rest of the leadership team.
- Ms Samra

Our motto ‘little seeds big dreams’ still stands, we want every child to succeed and no child to slip through the net.
In addition, we fully embrace the strengths that are reflected in our school community and work in very close
partnership with parents to build on these, as well as addressing the challenges.

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you

Reading/Language/communication- we feel that our pupils must master and use language, which is why we have
both reading and ‘oracy’ at the heart of all subjects from the Early Years where pupils share stories with teachers
to our KS2 pupils who enjoy books like Percy Jackson and write and perform speeches and debate with ease. We
are the national debating champions for 2021!

- Nelson Mandela

We know that our children need a positive or ‘Growth mind-set’ and need to be
creative and independent thinkers so we encourage them with praise and give
them problems to solve in Maths and across the curriculum. We want them to
express their views through Class Learning Forums and we want them to act on
teachers’ feedback to think for themselves. It is important that children research
topics in advance so the holiday projects, including studying significant people
are important.
We want our children to have lots of practical opportunities to learn, enjoy and to
experience awe and wonder through activities such as science experiments/
Special theme weeks like Castles day in year 1 and there are exciting author visits
and educational visits to Rome/Paris/Essex. Not only is learning exciting but it
should help to boost children’s ‘cultural capital’ so that they feel confident and
able to thrive in a competitive world. This comes from rich and carefully
thought-out experiences, including access to the Classics such as the Iliad project
in year 5 or studying Shakespeare.
We want our curriculum to reflect our inclusive, multicultural and multilingual
school culture and to promote equality and diversity so that all groups feel valued
and listened to. Our PSHE and RE curriculum develop this further as well as our
policies and practices. Our global education links with Kenya and Ghana support
this work.
We are looking forward to a wonderful year ahead and hope to have no
lockdowns. In spite of a challenging year we end the term on a high. Thank you to
everyone in our school community for making Elmhurst the special school that it
is.
Happy Holidays and Eid Mubarak!

can use to change the world”
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Mrs Aamina Shahid
We would like to wish Amina Shahid all the very best for the birth of her new baby. We hope that she has
a lovely rest and a joyous maternity leave. We will miss her wonderful support in school and would like to
thank her for everything she does to support our teachers and our most vulnerable pupils.
We look forward to meeting the little one!
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Ms Leanne Lowe
Sadly we are saying goodbye to our Director of Learning Ms Leanne Lowe. She has worked tirelessly for
our school, Trust and Maths Hub and made immense contributions to our staff and pupils. We wish her
well in her future ventures abroad in Qatar.

Ms Amina Farah
We would like to wish Amina Farah well in the next step of her career. She will be leaving us to work in a
secondary school and we are very sad to see her go. She has made a great contribution in her role of TA
here at Elmhurst working with a child with ASD and as a maths catch up TA in both KS1 and KS2.
Thankyou Amina and keep in touch!
Ms Saffiyah Ahmed
Best wishes to Ms Ahmed wo is leaving us after 11 years ! Ms Ahmed has made a huge contribution to our
school, especially as the science lead. Thank you for all you have done for our children and we wish you all
the best in your next adventure.

- Ms S Samra
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EQUALITY & DIVERSITY

SUPPORTING PUPILS TO MAKE THE BEST PROGRESS

Promoting equality and diversity across the school through our policies and practice has
been one of the 5 strategic priorities for 2021. The Headteacher, Sukwinder Samra, is
working with Newham head teachers on an anti racist education initiative called
Education for Change which will be launched in September. We have made significant
headway through looking critically at our curriculum and making major and minor
tweaks, both of which have resulted in a more inclusive whole school ethos and curriculum. Here are a few
examples:


There is a new year 6 topic on The partition of India which predates The British Empire and has helped pupils
to understand colonialism



The year 6 unit on Trade and Slavery unit in year 6 has been further improved



Our Relationships Education has further helped pupils to understand that there are different families in
society - this has been carried out with full parental consultation and in an age appropriate manner



The recent focus on Palestine also sits firmly under our equalities work.



Studying BAME artists in Art such as the Singh Twins



Studying the contributions made by significant people across all subjects to include more women, disabled and
BAME people and other protected characteristics.

 eg Year 1 Explorers unit includes a lesson on a Muslim Moroccan explorer called Ibn Battuta. Our vision is that

pupils are set a pre-topic piece of holiday homework where they can research people like Matthew Henson, an
African American believed to be the first man to reach the North pole but not recognised for his achievements.
 In the Year 3 Rocks and Soil unit, pupils study a female geologist (Sophy Crosby)

since we very much want

our girls to see themselves working within the STEM subject.
 The year 4 Climate Change and Activism unit includes different activists from different backgrounds eg

(Female Somali-American ‘Fatima Jibrell’ and male African-American ‘Prince EA’) and Greta Thunberg who is
autistic.
 In the Year 5 Earth and Space unit , we are suggesting pupils studying Valentina Tereshkova who was the first

and youngest woman to have flown in space.
Furthermore, we have been sourcing more books which either include central characters who are diverse or are
written by a variety of authors (Eg Malorie Blackman). We are careful that these books, including those from the
Battle of the Books list in KS2 are engaging and non tokenistic.
We have a significant number of pupils with special needs and we are keen to keep improving pupils’ understanding of special needs and disability. Ms Gillet’s literacy class received a lesson from an organisation called Just Different and was taught by Helen whose disability is cerebral palsy. Helen explained what activities she likes doing
and how she does them (i.e. ramps in her car, her bungalow, her speech synthesiser machine, her job, her electric
wheelchair, plus her adventure holidays where she does horse riding, swimming and climbing). Her key messages
-- namely that her life is full and happy so long as she has the right supports, adaptations and that others respect
her and don't judge her-- came across clearly thanks to her use of photographs from her life and clear explanations. Here are some videos of the children’s reflections:

Zonara: https://drive.google.com/file/d/10IxBYy1dBZkFbcFJdEBmEueEn9kpv05T/view?usp=sharing
Rishika: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zTxGqgqsd492Rk7oWhFsTpcmjyrJvFX7/view?usp=sharing

All of our equalities work sits under the 2010 Equality Act and we are proud of the work that we have undertaken.
This will be an on-going focus for next year.
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It has been a difficult year for staff and students alike and despite the hard work from staff to
adapt and change the curriculum for remote learning and to fill gaps in learning, there will inevitably be some pupils for who have fallen behind. Here is how we have been supporting your
children who have needed that extra boost.
Tuition
The school has always invested significantly in tuition and this year have provided additional tuition sessions in
both English and maths to support pupils in catching up and helping them to access their lessons fully. We have
had over 200 cycles of tuition this year!
Catch up
We always run a catch up programme every afternoon across the school. In KS1 phonics catch up is specifically
targeted at pupils not reading fluently using the RWI scheme to make sure our pupils can read fluently before entering KS2. Maths catch up across the school uses the number sense programme to target identified gaps in
mathematical understanding.

NELI (Nuffield Early Language Intervention)
We are currently running a language intervention programme for a selected group of our reception pupils. The
programme is delivered in small groups and 1-1 sessions and is designed to help children develop their language
skills. So far we have been very impressed with the impact this programme is having. The pupils
involved demonstrate improved listening skills, an increased vocabulary and more accurate sentence structure.
Given the success we have had so far we will continue to run this programme for our children next year.
EYFS Contingent Talk
Nursery and reception have also been delivering " contingent talk" sessions. During these sessions a child will
select a book and the adult will engage in a discussion about the book which is primarily led by the child. It is an
excellent way to model good language skills to the pupils and to improve their progress in speaking and listening.
Teachers have noticed how previously reluctant speakers have really gained in confidence and have become
much more willing to talk and participate in class.
Academic mentor
We have an academic mentor from Teach First who has been working directly with our most vulnerable students
in English lessons to give them that extra boost.
Easter and Summer booster
The school has had holiday booster school for pupils who need additional support both in Easter and in the forthcoming summer holiday. Next week we expect all of our Year 5 pupils to attend Summer booster in order to set
them up as well as possible for Year 6.
Investing in strong teachers for all pupils
Our staffing structure also means that we invest in an additional teacher in KS2 in every year group who teaches
the pupils who need the most additional support. We put some of best and most experienced teachers with the
most disadvantaged pupils to ensure children make the best progress
ICT for disadvantaged pupils
As you saw in Ms O’Toole’s piece, the school has invested significantly in ICT for our pupils and have loaned out
laptops and provided internet for over 120 families in the lockdown.

Speech and language groups
We work with a speech and language therapist who helps to diagnose pupils who have additional needs around
language acquisition. Ms Kang, one of our very experienced teachers, then runs specific groups each afternoon
focusing on helping these pupils to develop their language, listening and speaking skills.
Support for pupils’ mental health.
We recognise that pupils cannot learn well without being in the right frame of mind to do so. We have various initiatives to help pupils to regulate emotionally which will also help them in being able to learn. These include: a
school counsellor, music therapist, social skills groups, and a mental health practitioner as well as specific groups
to support pupils with ASD and SEND needs such as Zones of Regulation groups. The pandemic has really
highlighted that many of our pupils have quite profound social and emotional needs. We are a trauma-informed
school and train all our staff, from midday assistants to teaching staff in how to support pupils experiencing this
at school, including individualised plans to help them to access learning.
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CURRICULUM PARENT Q&A:
Thank You to parents and to the PTA who sent in some questions they have about our
curriculum offer.
Do you teach about ideas like slavery, the colonial empire and its impact on South Asia, America,
Africa and Australia ?
This is a really relevant question - thank you. As you know over the past few years we have been reviewing our
curriculum offer. A big part of that was to ensure that the curriculum reflected the backgrounds and experiences
of our families and pupils. We began teaching about the British Empire and its legacy in Year 2, looking at the
experiences of the aboriginal people in Australia. This is then built on as we move through the school. In Year 3
pupils look at personal histories from our own community, taking inspiration from the stories of the Wind rush
generation. As pupils move into Year 6 and are more able to understand difficult concepts, they are taught about
the partition of India and also have a unit on trade and slavery. Through this they explore the experiences and
stories of different people, including enslaved people, not simply the experience of the white British.

Do you teach about important figures from diverse backgrounds in core subjects, e.g. mathematicians, historians, science, English, etc.
If you read Ms Samra’s piece in this newsletter you will get a real flavour of the importance of diversity in our
curriculum. In all areas of our curriculum and as part of our promotion of British values and the Equalities
agenda, we seek to ensure we have representation of different people, whether that be ethnic diversity, gender
diversity, age diversity or representing people with disabilities.
How do you teach pupils what social class is and about political parties and political concepts
such as being left, liberal, right or extreme?
This is a much more difficult question to answer as pupils' awareness and understanding of these concepts are
very age dependent and beyond the understanding of most primary pupils. This is also not part of the primary
national curriculum and would really be taught at the end of secondary school and into 6th form. In terms of
social class this is not something that the curriculum addresses as we would teach children that they have
equality of opportunity in this country as part of living in a democracy. Part of our ethos is also to promote the
vision that our pupils can achieve anything and theories of social class can sometimes undermine these notions
and limit pupil ambition.
In terms of political concepts at an early age in EYFS and KS1, pupils are introduced to concepts such as fairness,
voting to make decisions and why we have rules - these lay the foundations for understanding concepts like the
rule of law and democracy. In KS2 they then link their understanding of our school council to the processes of
democracy and vote for one another based on their policies. They learn about the UK parliament and some year
groups do visit parliament. They also learn about activism, their rights and responsibilities as citizens both of the
UK and of the world. The school and teachers must be careful by law not to promote a particular political party or
view point. What we need to teach at primary level is to ask questions, to challenge opinions and to reach
balanced conclusions based on evidence. In this way we will produce citizens capable of navigating a complex
world. Crucially, we also teach pupils about tolerance and respecting the rights of others, whoever they may be.
Parents would like RSE , Computer, Maths, Literacy, RE training workshops on how to address
these matters at home.
Great idea. Following feedback from the PTA we have started this and will continue next year. We have always
done maths and English workshops but these have not been in place during the pandemic. We can certainly
extend the offer to other subjects too.
Can the school get some science, geography and other subject topic magazines which tell us about
recent inventions and innovations ?
We do already subscribe to some magazines and child friendly news papers such as First News and National
Geographic kids but we can certainly look into expanding the range if pupils want a wider range. As you may
know, reading is at the very heart of curriculum and the school is a national front runner in building a reading for
pleasure culture. We insist on our staff being experts in children’s literature and in selecting high quality texts
(including non fiction texts) for their pupils.

Parents would like to know about the social and emotional skills curriculum. Is it going on in
school or might you consider teaching things like: Gardening; Beekeeping; Woodwork; Art projects; Experiments

We have a PSHCE curriculum and follow the Jigsaw scheme of work for this. This programme is designed to help
pupils understand themselves and their feelings and what they can do to help themselves when they are in different situations. It helps them to navigate friendships and to understand and recognise different feelings and help
them to manage these. You will be pleased to know that the suggestions above are part of our curriculum already
(apart from beekeeping which would need to be carefully looked at from a safety angle). We have a gardening
club and pupils are encouraged to use the garden area to grow plants during their science units. Woodwork is
part of the D&T curriculum already, such as in year 5 where pupils make moon buggies and in Year 3 where they
make shelters. Art is also a curriculum subject, so every unit will result in a piece of art created by pupils, be this
sculpture, textiles or more traditional sketching or painting. We also create digital art through our ICT curriculum. Our rich science curriculum means that in all science units, pupils will be conducting practical experiments
and investigating using hands-on resources.
How do you support parents' awareness of SEND matters and managing behaviours?
Our SEND team has expanded this year and now comprises of Mrs Nash (SENDCO) Miss Turner (AHT) and
Miss Gillet (SEND teacher). They hold regular SEND coffee mornings for parents with SEN pupils to support
them in all aspects of their child’s development. They also meet parents on request if there is a specific issue a
parent would like support with. Some parents will also have met Elinor Lobely our mental health practitioner
who has already done some parent workshops for us on supporting parents in managing children with anxiety
and low level behavioural issues at home. She is currently working with some of our families on a 1 to 1 basis.
Each year we also run the Triple P parenting course to support families on creating good routines at home.
Could children have smaller and more regular tasks to complete rather than weekly homework?
We set weekly homework as managing and marking daily homework tasks on top of daily planning, marking and
preparation would be excessive workload for staff. It is also difficult for some families to manage a lot of homework. For those who want to and can do more, we would suggest that parents read with and to their children every day, help them to practise their spellings and practise mathematical fluency through daily practice of number
bonds and times tables. Some children would benefit from a quick burst of handwriting practice too. Any parent
who wants suggestions as to more work to do at home could approach the class teacher who could suggest some
study books to work through together.

What are the different ways of learning that you use, for instance experiential, cognitive, lesson
based or the 70-20-10 model?
Our approaches to teaching and learning are evidence based. We use the approaches that are proven to work to
improve learning and progress. Research shows that the best learning will happen when teachers do the following:
 Build on prior knowledge and learning so that knowledge ‘sticks’
 Avoid overloading pupils’ working memory by breaking down complex material into smaller steps;
 Link abstract knowledge to concrete examples and experiential’ tacit' knowledge e.g through using manipulatives in maths, or using practical experiments in science
 Focus on depth of learning by taking the learning step by step and keeping pupils actively involved in learning.
 Encourage the retention of learning by using repetition, practice, and retrieval of critical knowledge and
skills;
 Use powerful analogies, illustrations, examples, explanations, comparisons, and demonstrations;
 Be aware of common misconceptions and prepare strategies to counter them;
PROVIDE PUPILS WITH TOOLS AND STRATEGIES TO PLAN, MONITOR, AND EVALUATE
THEIR LEARNING.
BUILD A CULTURE WHERE MAKING AND LEARNING FROM MISTAKES IS CELEBRATED.

Teaching is a skilled profession, which takes years to learn and the training is really never done - we are always
seeking to improve and reflect on how we can be better. All of our staff engage actively with regular professional
development to support them in being the best that they can be.
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PUPIL CURRICULUM REFLECTIONS

YEAR 3—PLANTS
Ms Silverwood and Miss Tidmarsh visited lessons and spoke to Year 3 pupils last week about their learning in
the new science unit on plants. We were so impressed with the knowledge the pupils had! We asked them the
following questions. Parents - you could try asking your child the same questions to see what they have learnt!

HOW DO OUR STUDENTS FEEL?
To judge the success of our curriculum we participate in learning conversations. This is where the leadership
team will get together with staff to discuss the learning that they want from the pupils and to evaluate how
well the planning and teaching has led to good learning. We visit lessons, look at books and talk to pupils to
evaluate the learning. The focus is always on improving outcomes for pupils, so if anything does not work we
will change to improve. Here are some examples of pupils’ opinions on some new units taught this term.

YEAR 4—NEW GEOGRAPHY UNIT ON CLIMATE CHANGE

In 3T we spoke to Dev, Sufyan and Khadija and in 3A we spoke to Avi, Mouad and Zara
All pupils showed excellent knowledge of key concepts taught e.g. parts of a plant, their functions and what
plants need to grow. They could use scientific vocabulary to explain their understanding of the functions of various parts of the plant e.g. photosynthesis, anchor, transport, nutrients. Some pupils were making comparisons
between plants and humans, and our differences.
All pupils could suggest what plants needed to grow as they had designed and conducted an experiment to
prove this and most could explain what would happen to plants if they didn’t have these things.

All pupils could give examples of different kinds of seed dispersal and some could explain the properties of the
seeds which made them suited to each type of dispersal, such as being able to float or being light. They all understood that seeds needed space to grow, but they found it trickier to explain why these seeds need space.

Feedback from Vrund, Khadija M and Isaac from 4JW:
Q:Did you enjoy this unit?
 Vrund: It’s been very good. I never knew about climate change before this. I’ve learnt something really new.
I liked doing lots of research about greenhouse gases and why we have to stop using things that use fossil
fuels and use electric things. I was confident in the last lesson


Khadijah: I liked this unit because I like learning about the different counters and climate in the different
countries. We learnt about Ghana and Bangladesh and the UK and used a map to find them. I can do that
now.



Issac: This work was enjoyable because I’ve never learnt this much about climate change. I like to know
how to act and how to save our world. The lessons were just about right - not hard and not too easy. The
research lesson was good but we needed more guidance/ instructions to help us learn better.

We ask specific questions about pupils learning to really see what they know. I asked the pupils
to tell me about Bangladesh and how climate change had affected it using Geographical evidence in their books:
It is coastal and low lying. The water level is rising because of climate changes and the sea levels are rising because the ice caps and ice in the Himalayas are melting. This means there are more floods in Bangladesh. There
might be more forest fires in some places where there are lots of dry trees, not Bangladesh but maybe in the UK
or Australia. Bangladesh has lots of agriculture like farming. If floods happen then there won't be much food
and you can’t make money. Some people have to stand on their houses in floods just to survive. The water becomes dirty and muddy so they (people) can’t drink it . The ice is on the mountains in India and Nepal
(Himalayas) then ice melts and water goes down from the mountains into the flat part of Bangladesh and causes floods. There are lots and lots of rivers in Bangladesh. In Ghana they can’t grow crops because there are
droughts. If ice caps keep melting then Antarctica could disappear and some animals would die.
What can you do to stop climate change?
Stop burning fossil fuels, stop deforestation because trees take in co2. We could become activists - people who
are against the effects of climate change like Fatima Jibrelle and Greta Thunberg and they want this to stop. We
could stop wasting food, not using the car and you could protest and talk about things.
Pupils have also been learning to ask Geographical questions themselves. Here are some of
4JW’s questions that they might ask to find out more about a place.






Can you name the parts of a plant and their functions? What do plants need to grow? How did you learn
this? What is dispersal? How are seeds dispersed? What does it mean to work scientifically?

Is it a coastal region or is it landlocked?
Does the rainfall affect people and farming?
Is it low lying?
Does it have any mountains?
Did any big floods happen in Bangladesh after 2007?

7

Pupils talked about how doing experiments was working scientifically. They liked the hands-on approach in
lessons and were very enthusiastic about the topic. They were proud of their work and enjoyed sharing their
favourite lessons e.g. parts of a flower, seed dispersal. Some pupils talked about how they did their own experiments outside of lessons e.g. at home and in the playground!

ZERNAB QUYYUM—HEAD GIRL

ARHAAM SAYED—HEAD BOY

My favourite subject this year has been maths because all
the problem solving has made me feel ready for secondary
school. Music lessons were also fun as we got to use
percussion instruments and experiment with different
rhythms in our class Bolero project!
The teachers make the lessons interesting by creating lots
of challenges. They always help us understand new things
and they make jokes too! To make lessons even better, I
would create more classroom games to help students with
their learning. I like games because they help me
remember things like spellings, my times tables and much
more.
Online learning was different. It was good because it gave
me a chance to be more independent and try my best
without a teacher near me to ask questions. However,
many children, including me, had a bad internet
connection which disrupted our learning. We had lessons
on Google Classroom and sometimes Oak Academy. The
best online lesson was when we worked in small groups to
create a speech about deforestation in the Amazon
Rainforest. I held Zoom meetings with my friends to
prepare and Miss Tidmarsh said she was really proud of
our teamwork and our presentation to the class.
Even though we learnt independence with online learning,
school is just so much better because we are all together
and we get to see our friends and teachers in 3D! I would
like to say how amazing all the Elmhurst pupils were
during online learning. They tried so hard even though it
was challenging.
Hopefully this won’t happen again, but if it does we will be
strong and get through it together. I would also like to
thank all the teachers for their effort. Thank you for still
teaching us in lockdown and helping our future!

My favourite subject in school has been maths because
I get a lot of joy in working out hard equations and I
want to be a mathematician one day. My
favourite lesson in school was a recent one - it was the
heart dissection in science! In our Animals and
Humans unit, we learnt about the circulatory system
and identified the parts of the heart on a diagram.
Then, we found these parts on a real lamb’s heart! I
enjoyed this experience so much because it was
interesting and gruesome at the same time. When we
looked inside the heart, we were shocked to find the
valves, the ventricles and the atriums. The new Year 6s
will love this lesson!
Our teachers make lessons 100 times more interesting.
I love the way they interact with us, explaining
everything so easily. I found online learning a big
change because, if I were to be honest, I wasn't really
getting the experience that I would in school. I was
more relaxed at home and didn’t sit at a desk like I
would in school. I definitely prefer going to school
because I get to see my friends and teachers and spend
time together.
I would like to say well done to all the pupils at
Elmhurst for coping during these difficult times and
just being superstars. I would also like to say to the
teachers. Well done teachers! You adapted to this
change very, very well and very quickly. I also know you
really tried to do your best to make lessons fun all year,
when we were at home and when we were at school.
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PSHE CURRICULUM

ICT CURRICULUM

PSHE has enjoyed a meteoric year. The Jigsaw scheme was only introduced in September
2020 and, despite the interruption of a lengthy lockdown, has been taught to all year
groups at a strong level. The Celebrating Differences units have been a particular highlight,
linking with the school’s target to foster even greater diversity and inclusion within our
community. For instance Year 5 pupils studied a special lesson on racism, in which topical
issues, such as racist comments on social media directed towards football players and the
Harry and Meghan interview in which they revealed terrible comments made by a royal
family member about the colour of their baby Archie’s skin, were discussed. The children
were very engaged and felt driven by the discussion to create anti-racist ribbons, which
featured powerful slogans such as ‘Raise Hope, Not Racists!’ and 'Don't Sit Back And Be
Silent'.
PSHE has also been paramount in ensuring that the school's youngest students learn to
build the blocks required to become special human beings as they grow older and more
mature. For example, the outcome of the Reception lesson ‘to understand how it feels to
belong and that we are similar and different’ is reached in a very creative way. Children are
given an assortment of toys and then discuss with their partner which toys they like and
why. The children are then asked: how are the members of the class similar to the toys? In
some ways, they share similarities (the toys are all together and the students are part of
Elmhurst together). However, just like these toys are all different, so are the children; they
are unique. This helps the children realise that in some ways we are the same, but in others
we are different. That is what makes the world/school a wonderful place to be!
Mindfulness has become an ingrained part of the school culture over the course of the year.
The Calm Me time, a short mindfulness exercise that is built-in to every Jigsaw lesson, has
proven effective and enjoyable, with many children saying it is a time in which they feel
truly at peace. Mr Ellerby has also led mindfulness sessions for students during assemblies
and for staff during INSETs, which has had a positive effect on well-being. Moreover, the
Newham Police Primary School Programme was delivered to all year groups, for instance,
Year 4 engaged in a talk on Internet Safety, which touched on some very difficult issues in a
sensitive yet clear manner. The police woman talked about the age children should be when
using different apps and the potential negative impact using these apps could have on children if they use them too young e.g. desensitising children to extreme violence. Odd Socks
Day, in which children came to school wearing odd socks, was enjoyed by all. A feature of
Anti-Bullying week, the day celebrated the individuality and difference of the students and
staff. Further, sessions were delivered about the Israel/ Palestine conflict to educate pupils
on the situation there, leading to fruitful conversations and deeper levels of thinking. These
lessons coincided with the amazing hard work of Miss Islam and Miss Rehman, who
created a comprehensive programme to raise awareness and support the humanitarian
effort for the Palestinian community, including fundraising.
Next year will see, amongst many other things, a comprehensive week of activities and
ideas dedicated to Anti-Bullying, well-being trainings for students and staff, and learning
conversations to enhance even further the standard of teaching and learning within the
Jigsaw scheme. Closer links across the multi academy trust, which have been successfully
established, will also be developed. Big things lie ahead for PSHE!

MATHS CURRICULUM

Our Computing Curriculum and provision at Elmhurst has improved significantly over the last two years. The
three core strands of ‘Computer Science’, ‘Information Technology’ and ‘Digital Literacy’ are embedded within
each year group’s Computing lessons. Our curriculum map, which highlights the units and skills being taught
across the school, has been amended so that in each year, there is a progression of knowledge and skills that
pupils will be able to build upon. New units of work have been implemented so that our pupils now have more
opportunities to be content creators, rather than passive users of technology. Examples of this include Year 1
creating their own talking e-books, Year 2 designing their own posters to advertise a school event. Year 3 pupils
will be filming and editing footage of them developing a skill in P.E. Year 4 will be using their formatting skills
to design and present their learning about a topic in a leaflet. Year 5 have a new blogging unit and Year 6 are
currently creating and sourcing different media for their own yearbook page entries. I believe that our new
curriculum design exposes how useful and important technology is in every aspect of life. Our pupils are given
opportunities to collaborate on projects with one another, which is a crucial transferable skill they will need in
their future workplace.
Our coding lessons have been re-structured so that pupils are given more opportunities to explore, test ideas
and problem solve. This has resulted in our pupils being more knowledgeable about the function of the coding
blocks they have chosen to use. They are more able to spot and correct errors with their algorithms. An exciting
new LEGO Robotics unit will be taught to pupils in upper KS2 as of September 2021. This unit builds on the
skills previously taught to pupils in their coding lessons and introduces the use of motors to make an
earthquake simulator. Pupils will be seeing their algorithms at work live in front of their eyes. I am personally
very excited to get started with this project!
Aside from our curriculum overhaul, we are now also a Google school. The plan to become a Google school was
fast-forwarded due to the pandemic. Almost overnight, virtual classrooms were created, all lesson resources
were saved online and meetings and lessons were delivered virtually! Our pupils, even our youngest in KS1 are
so much more confident in using our school devices and accessing Google Classroom apps themselves. As a
school community, I believe we all adapted to remote learning very quickly, despite its obvious challenges so I’d
like to say a big thank you to everyone for persevering - especially our parents who were thrown into the world
of home learning during such a difficult time. We have come such a long way in a short space of time and now
it’s quite hard to remember life before Google!
During the period of remote learning, we were able to help approximately 130 families gain Wi-Fi and data
access. We loaned out 95 chromebooks to families who had no devices at home for their children to access their
live lessons. This number is still increasing and pupils from our most disadvantaged households will now
keep a device for the remainder of their time at Elmhurst so that they can continue to engage with their learning
at home. Our in-school provision has also increased dramatically. In just over a year, we have gone from having
no chromebooks to now having 90 chromebooks in school for pupil use. The chromebooks are constantly in use
and our pupils are using up-to-date technology and developing life-long skills such as saving and retrieving
work that is cloud based. The process of obtaining chromebooks and identifying our most vulnerable families
was made a lot smoother with the support and leadership from our Deputy Head, Mrs Silverwood, as well as the
rest of our ICT team - Miss Dona in the office and our on-site technician. I would like to say a big thank you to
them for helping us to achieve our goal of supporting as many families as possible.
I hope you will agree that our Computing provision and curriculum design at Elmhurst is engaging and equips
our pupils with the necessary skills and knowledge required to be successful in whatever industry they wish to
pursue in life. I am proud to have been a part of this process and am looking forward to seeing the impact of
these curriculum changes in the new academic year.

At Elmhurst, we have worked hard on reorganising the maths curriculum to ensure
that core priority areas of the curriculum have been delivered face-to-face in the
classroom. Since returning to school in Spring, we have been prioritising key areas
of the curriculum such as addition and subtraction in Key Stage 1, multiplication,
division and fractions in Years 3 and 4, decimals in Year 5 and multiplicative
reasoning and geometry in Year 6. We have seen a huge, positive impact on pupil
learning from sharpening our focus to these key areas. In the next academic year,
we will be continuing to build on this work and have plans in place for each year
group to cover anything that remains missed from the previous two years, as well as
strengthening our curriculum offer with the development of new units to focus
more deeply on the areas of mathematics that are a priority. We feel very positive
about the position that the pupils are in mathematically and feel that, despite some
missed content, the areas that have been taught have embedded well with pupils
and offer firm foundations for the next steps in their learning.
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LITERACY CURRICULUM

MUSIC CURRICULUM

We are excited to announce to parents that we are beginning the journey to rewrite and revitalise our literacy
curriculum, from Year 2 - Year 6. This will be a gradual process which will take place over the next academic
year.
We want to continue to ensure that our children have world-class w riting and r eading teach ing so w e
have spent time looking for the best frameworks for teaching literacy that are supported by the most up-to-date
educational research.
In the new academic year, we are going to split our Literacy lessons into two separate lessons of ‘Reading’ and
‘Writing’ to help pupils and teachers understand that the skills are distinctly different and to ensure that our
teachers are able support pupils to reach an even higher standard. This will mean that teachers will be able to
focus on each skill separately and ensure that teaching time is split evenly between reading and writing skills.

This year, we were lucky enough to receive a grant from Newham
Music to support our music provision. Thanks to this grant we have
been able to offer flute and guitar tuition to some of our year 5
children. The children in these groups have thrived with the
opportunity to become young
musicians. Due to
lockdown
restrictions, they began learning their new instruments at home via
zoom- not an easy ask! However, our children showed amazing
perseverance and have recently been recorded playing for a
performance as part of Newham Grooves. I'm very excited and
hopeful that we will be awarded the grant again next year so that these
students can continue their excellent beginning in instrumental
music.

For reading, we will use whole books for teaching and these
lessons will be based on a Framework called ‘Take One Book’
and bring in some elements from our current ‘Class Reader’
approach which we have used for the last few years to supplement our current scheme (Literacy and Language). We know
that this book-based approach to teach ing r eading w ill
ensure that our pupils read more and understand more. This
will happen alongside our continual focus on ensuring that all
of our pupils leave Elmhurst with a love of reading!

We have also been visited by professional musicians for musical
workshops. Our South Asian Music workshop led by Gouri Chowdhury
has introduced yr3 children to new ways of singing, and instruments
they have never even seen before. The children did so well during these
lessons that they were asked by Newham Music to be filmed as part of
World Music Day celebrations. Year 4 has a new African Drumming
unit, led by a professional musician. These wonderful workshops
reflect and celebrate the diverse cultures we have here at Elmhurst, as
well as inspiring our young musicians.
Another new unit is the year 4 and 6 music technology unit. The
pandemic has meant that we have never relied on technology more,
and we have been amazed at what technology can do- well that goes for
music too! It is important for children to understand that much of
the music they listen to and love is made digitally. We are using the
GarageBand app to turn our students into music producers. In these
units they learn about sampling, and layering music. They can
experiment with rhythm, pitch and dynamics as they explore what
makes a good piece of music. This unit is especially great for children
who don’t think of themselves as musicians, perhaps because they are
not confident singers, or don’t play a musical instrument. Music
technology is an opportunity for those children to learn that there are
other ways to be musical.

Zaina in 5A on the Take One
Book Lessons she has been
taught so far: ‘It’s a great challenge for children. They will get
to build their knowledge with
actual books rather than the
anthologies we’ve been using so
far. Children will be reading
much more.’

Maryam in 6V on the Writing for Pleasure lessons this term: ‘I feel like my
freedom in writing has been unleashed! I can really access true creativity
and apply it to my writing. My class’ writing is more original and they are
more enthusiastic about writing.’

For writing, we will use an approach called ‘Writing for pleasure’ which ensures that children have much more
independence in their writing but are taught new skills in every single lesson. Lessons will follow the same structure each day, and teaching will be in bite size chunks which is similar to the mastery approach in Maths. In these
lessons, children will have 30 minutes to write every day.
This means that they will get even more practice with writing than they do currently - and research shows that the
more you write, the better you will get at it!

KS2 really enjoyed the West End in Schools production of Bicycle Boy.
The musicians on stage played guitar and ukuleles as well as making
instruments out of bicycle parts and other everyday objects! It was
wonderful to see our children so engaged and inspired by a
professional production and seeing what music can really achieve.
Next year I am hoping to have even more children signed up to instrumental lessons, flute and guitar tuition will
be continuing as well as introducing piano lessons. We will continue working on and adapting our music planning
to make sure we continue to offer a rich and sustainable curriculum throughout the school. Singing assemblies
will continue to explore a wide range of musical genres. More professional visits and workshops will enhance the
curriculum even further.
Click here to watch a Mandalorian Video from the Grooves Play day:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89tInrT7UM0
It is a video of our children playing the guitar alongside children from other school as part of Grooves play day.
We hope you enjoy watching their amazing performance.

Our phonics teaching provision in Nursery to Year 1 will not
change, but we will ensure that we bring the best bits of
what we learn from our new curriculum in Year 2 - 6 into
the Early Years and Year 1.
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Parents - you could try asking your child the same questions to see what they have learnt! Teachers have also
selected the names of pupils whose attitudes towards Battle of the Books they have been very impressed with.
Each teacher has selected their top three readers and best reviewer of the term:

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS!
This term, KS2 pupils have taken part in an exciting new reading initiative - Elmhurst’s ‘Battle of the Books’!
Battle of the Books is a new initiative designed to further increase our pupils’ love of reading. Each year
group received brand new books to share with the children to read at home. This term, eight high quality
books were shared with the classes. Pupils were offered the chance to take these home to read and they completed reviews and activities on them at school. At the end of the term, each class voted on their favourite
book of the summer term!

Voting results

Year 3 Battle of the Books winners:

3A: Narwhal by Ben Clanton
3K: Narwhal by Ben Clanton

Class Awards
Year 3 class award winners:
3A

3K

3R

3T

Ibrahim

Aaminah A

Anisha

Kaavya S

Meezan
Ibrahim was a reluctant
reader and this year has
become an avid reader. Both
have been very keen and
enthusiastic to read all the
books. Their enthusiasm
motivated others to want to
read too.

Bianca
Both these children were
very enthusiastic and
wanted to get through as
many books as possible.
They never failed to
write a meaningful
review for each text as
well.

Muhammad
Their enthusiasm to read
more. They cared for the
books and were
thoughtful when writing
their reviews.

Yusuf M
Their reviews were
always fair, interesting
and gave lots of details
as to why they did or
didn't like the book.

Year 4 class award winners:

3R: Narwhal by Ben Clanton
3T: Blue John by Berlie Doherty

Year 4 Battle of the Books winners:

4A

4JW

4RK

4W

Sana

Netra

Aasiyah

Megh

Harry
Always active on the padlet
writing brilliant reviews
encouraging other children to
read the books.

Aidh
They have engaged really
well with reading the
books and have provided
good quality book
reviews

Areesha
Their excitement about
the books was infectious
and they shared really
thoughtful reviews that
enticed others to read
the books.

Maryam A
They were both really
enthusiastic about the
new books and were
always sharing their
ideas on what they
read.

4A: Ninja: First Mission -Chris Bradford
4JW: El Deafo -Cece Bell

4RK: Ninja: First Mission -Chris Bradford

Year 5 class award winners:

4W: The Worries:Sohal Finds a Friend -Jion Sheibani

Year 5 Battle of the Books winners:
5A: Respect: The Walter Tull Story by Michaela Morgan
5E: Respect: The Walter Tull Story by Michaela Morgan
5F: Respect: The Walter Tull Story by Michaela Morgan

5A

5E

5F

5R

Jannah - for making the
effort to read and think
about the text and why
she liked it.

Abraham - for reading as
many books as he could
and writing some great
reviews.

Hajaar - for writing lots
of fantastic reviews on
the year group padlet.

Sneha - for being so
committed to writing
detailed and exciting posts
on the padlet.

Haroon - for improving
his reading habits and
experimenting with
different texts to
challenge himself.

Sai - helped him flourish
because he found joy and
knowledge in all of the
texts, especially
RESPECT!

5R: Respect: The Walter Tull Story by Michaela Morgan

Nadwah - for praising
their classmates for their
BOTB reading habits.

Ayaan - for his super
enthusiastic attitude
towards every single BOTB
title!

Year 6 class award winners:

Year 6 Battle of the Books winners:
6CF: Coraline by Neil Gaiman
6S: Coraline by Neil Gaiman
6T: World Burn Down by Steve Cole
6V: Fly Me Home by Polly Ho-Yen
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6CF

6S

6T

6V

Mahdi - for his
incredible enthusiasm and
determination to read all
eight books!
Sumaiya - for her critical and considered reviews of the books.

Noor - for having an
open mind and giving all
the books a go!

Adam - for branching out
to enjoy new genres!

Khadijah - her
enthusiastic attitude
towards every single BOTB
title!

Tayeba - for surging
through some books over
a weekend!

Aqsa - for her growing
love of reading and her
thoughtful book reviews.
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Tahir - for challenging
himself to read a much
longer chapter book than he
is used to.

NATIONAL DEBATING CHAMPIONS!
COVID has seen much of the world changed irrevocably.
But it seems that Elmhurst's long-running debating prowess is immune even to a global pandemic.
After two unavoidably disrupted years, the school's young orators have still managed to bring home three cups in
one of our most successful ever seasons.
Across year six, 13 children in total have represented Elmhurst and have collectively won the East London Cup,
the National Cup and the National League titles from Debate Mate. This is in addition to coming second in a
national competition run by Debate Mate and Deloitte, which looked for innovative business pitches.
Debate Mate continues to be so impressed by the sustained quality of our students that the charity has invited
children to take part in numerous special events this year. These have included show debates and filmed
interviews - with subjects ranging from football managers to CEOs to government ministers - as well
as showcasing our school to visitors as an example of the good work they do.
This year marks the fourth year in a row that Elmhurst has made it to the final of the Debate Mate Cup and the
second time in that period that we have been crowned champions (we also once came second in that period). Over
the same time-frame, we have reached the national league finals twice but this is the first time we have won it (we
placed second on that other occasion). We maintain our dominance of the East London Cup, having now won it
three years in a row.
The new crop of children who will be entering year six in September have not had access to the same level of
debating coaching they normally would have across the last two years because of Covid restrictions limiting what
we can offer. However, they have still performed well, coming in the top third of this year's East London League.
We have a great team now at Elmhurst, supporting our young debaters. Mr Creighton still runs the Friday
afternoon sessions, as well as the Thursday and Friday after-school clubs. He is valuably supported in all of these
by Miss Weaver and Miss Kettle (herself a competitive debater), who also run the Wednesday after-school club.
In addition, Mr Khan has brilliantly volunteered to take over what Miss Weaver has been doing in KS1, working
with year two children to spark their interest and skill in debating.

Our past has been bright, our present is brighter, but the future - we have no doubt we will prove to be the brightest!
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BICYCLE BOY WORKSHOP
In June, children across the school took part in
the British Nutrition Foundation's Healthy Eating Week. Children learnt about eating a
healthy, balanced diet, making healthier food
and drink choices and the different benefits of
specific fruit and vegetables. Our cook, Sami,
made some fantastic healthy side dishes
throughout the week and as you can see, the
presentation was absolutely stunning. Children
had fun making (and eating!) delicious fruit salads and colourful rainbow fruit kebabs! Many
of the children were introduced to fruits that
they hadn't tried before. Children also enjoyed
keeping a fruit and vegetable tracker for the
week and we hope that this has encouraged
them to continue eating lots of healthy foods!

BICYCLE BOY WORKSHOP

BICYCLE BOY WORKSHOP

Year 1 went to visit the Forest Gate Community
Garden as part of our learning on plants and
animals. We had the opportunity to learn about
lots of different types of plants and plant families.
For example, we learnt that tomatoes, potatoes,
aubergines and peppers are all part of one plant
family! We saw how maize, peppers, pumpkins,
peanuts and different fruit grows. The year 1
children also tasted herbs and
plants like chives, rocket and lemon balm. We
saw mushrooms and fungus growing in damp
wood. We explored the pond creatures and
plants and even held some tiny tadpoles in our
hands and saw honey bees, ladybirds, spiders,
lots of mini beasts and different types of birds.
It was a fantastic trip and great learning
opportunity.

Bicycle boy was a production by west end in schools to
help children explore sustainability, power and
energy, cycle safety, and music in this
cross-curricular musical for KS1 and KS2. It is a
production packed with songs and humour and
performed outdoors in the school playground,
Bicycle Boy is an inspiring new eco-musical. It’s the
perfect way to celebrate the end of the school year
while delving into topics such as science and the
environment.
To make the show even more special, all the
electricity for the show is generated by children on
bicycles! Bicycle Boy is touring in schools throughout
the 2021 summer term and has been adapted to be
Covid-secure.
We held 3 workshops in the KS2 playground
throughout the day, all the children really enjoyed the
performance, it was especially motivating for the
students who are taking instrumental lessons to see
the possibility of music. Some of our kids have also
never been to the theatre so this was also an amazing
opportunity for them to experience the magic of
theatre.
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#FREE PALESTINE
Elmhurst Palestine Fundraising Event!
Central to our core values is showing care to ourselves and to others.
This term, we have been raising funds for the people of Palestine and
learning a bit about the history and the humanitarian crisis. Elmhurst
has always been very good at responding to humanitarian environmental crises with financial support and raising awareness. As you
know, the current Covid restrictions have meant that we could not go
ahead with our original fundraising activities, however, through a coordinated and concerted effort, various events will be taking place. All
funds raised will be donated to MAP (Medical Aid for Palestinians).
Last week, Miss Saleha and a group of parent volunteers raised over
£900 through a special staff lunch which will be donated to aid the
cause. On Tuesday the 13th and Wednesday 14th July, parent volunteers set up a shop for all KS1 and KS2
pupils to attend and buy goodies from. As well as this, pupils attended a non-uniform day on Friday 16th July.
We are well on our way to be raising more than £1000! We could not have done this without the support of the
PTA, parent volunteers and of course your generosity. We will let you know the final amount we raise. Thank
you so much for the care you have shown in supporting the most needy across the globe.

SPORTS DAY 2021
The first sports day of 2020-21, took place on Monday 21st June for years 3 and 4 and just like with Wimbledon
and the summer test matches we were disrupted by rain. However, in true Elmhurst fashion, we did not let this
dampen our spirits and instead ran the same events in the school halls and playground. It turned out to be a
fantastic day that the children enjoyed thoroughly.
 One of the standout athletes was Dhanvi from 3R who won medals in both speed bounce and skipping.
Three days later, it was time for year 5 and 6 sports day and thankfully, the sun was shining. As we have been
limited on the school trips we could offer this year, it was so pleasing to see the children having fun in West
Ham Park.
 A special mention must go to Dinika in 5F who won a total of 5 medals. What an amazing achievement and
I am sure we have a future athlete on our hands.
A week later, we returned to West Ham Park for year 1 and 2 sports day. Once again, it was just lovely to be in
the park, watching all the children take part and giving their all.
 Jevion in 2K won gold medals in both speed bounce and javelin proving that we have some skilled athletes
coming through key stage 1 and this certainly bodes well for our school in the future.
Last but by no means least, we held reception and nursery sports days at school. Reception class 5 had clearly
been practicing the egg and spoon race. I even had to check Miss Vadher had not sneaked some Blue Tac into
the sports hall to give her class an advantage. All the nursery children performed admirably and I was struck by
how they all took part, even when tackling Mr Ben’s scary obstacle course. The children were sensible, very
polite and listened carefully to instructions, what a great year group.
I am incredibly sorry that parents were not able to attend sports days this year but I want to offer my sincere
thanks for not attending even though this must have been very difficult. I hope that next year we can welcome
you all back so you better start practicing for the parent’s race.

To our fantastic Year 6s,
Thank you for the hard work, resilience and fun you have brought to our lessons. It's certainly
been a year to remember; we were so proud of the way you adapted to online learning, but
nothing quite beats spending time with our classes back in school.
Have a lovely summer holiday and we wish you all the best at your secondary schools. Please
do come back and visit!
- The Year 6 teachers
Elmhurst is such a special school to me because all of
my family have been here and I am the last one. I have
changed since being at Elmhurst by having a bolder
personality. I have mixed feelings, I am excited about
starting a new chapter of my life but sad by leaving all
my friends behind. I would like to say thank you for all
that you have taught me.
- Chahat 6V
My happiest memory in Elmhurst was when my friend
Yusuf and I did a charity sale and raised £50!This was
totally new for me because I knew I was raising money
for children in need.
Elmhurst is a special school to me because it has built
confidence in me and has encouraged me to try my best
and ever give up
When I first joined Elmhurst I barely knew my ABC’s
and only knew my numbers to 20 but now I have
written a 2 page fact sheet about the Titanic and got
39/40 in my maths test.
I felt sad and anxious not knowing if I will make
friends, not knowing if my soon to be teacher would
even like me, but I was happy for what this wonderful
school has done for me and the impact this school will
have in my life.
- Qasim 6S
Elmhurst is very special for me because it is the place I
have made all my friends and has had a major impact
on my life. I have changed my knowledge and personality. With all the help of my teachers and support from
my friends, I am the person I am right now. I feel really
sad about leaving because some of my friends will be
going to different schools and it's a sad thought of saying your last goodbyes to all the people you like. I would
like to say thank you so much for believing in me and
supporting me for the 8 years I have been in this
school. I really appreciate what you do for all you pupils.
- Henil 6V

- Mr Sheppard and Mr Ben
My happiest memory at Elmhurst was when we went to
the seaside and had a water fight because we all had fun
as a class. Elmhurst is special to me because I grew up
here. Also I have made so many friends over the years. I
think that when I first started Elmhurst I was scared
but now I know so many people and they are like my
second family. I am kind of scared to leave Elmhurst
because I have spent over half my life here and to now
go to a new school is a bit scary. Also I am a bit upset
because I am leaving my friends. I would like to end by
saying thank you to all my teachers and friends for being there for me through the years.
- Aila 6CF
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My happiest memories are definitely when we went to
fun trips as a class such as the science museum and the
seaside. Elmhurst is very special to me, I have been
here for 8 years and there have been many emotional
rollercoasters so it will be hard leaving this great
school and supportive classmates. Especially after a
huge personality change and gaining tons of
knowledge I never knew I was capable of. I hope my
teachers enjoy their new classes ,as I say my last
goodbyes to everybody. We don't know what the
future holds for us but I am sure everything will go as
planned.
- Meerub 6V
I have many happy memories, so much so that I
cannot describe all of them. I would say my debating
experience as it completely changed me from a shy
individual to someone who would put her hand up for
almost every question. I also love the teachers and will
miss them when I transfer to secondary school. I would
like to say a HUGE thank you to all the teachers for
being there for me and teaching me, not only formally
but life lessons that I will never forget.
- Tasnuba 6S
Going to the seaside when we had a water fight.
Elmhurst is special to me because it’s like my second
home to me and I can talk to my teachers when I am
sad because they’ll help me. I’ve changed at Elmhurst
because in nursery I was scared, sad and shy but now I
feel happy, amazing and strong. I feel sad about leaving Elmhurst because I'm leaving my second home. My
second family. Have to leave all my friends but at the
same time I’m happy because I’m moving up in life. I
would like to say thanks for helping me and supporting
me throughout the years and for pupils. Thank you for
being my friends and for making me happy and for
making me laugh.
- Hasim 6CF
My happiest memory at Elmhurst was when I got chosen to go on the Paris trip because I would have to go
without my family but with my friends instead. We
went to lots of places like the Eiffel Tower, Sacre Dome
and we went on a boat. Elmhurst is special to me because I have been there nearly my whole life and I
spend most of my time here. So leaving isn’t going to
be very easy for me. I have become more confident because I did debating which really boosted my confidence. I feel really sad because I have spent nearly my
whole life here and all my memories and friends are
here. I would like to say thank you to all my teachers.
The reason I am here today is because of all of them.
- Mishael 6CF

My happiest memory at Elmhurst is either year 6 sports
day when my relay team won 1st place or the first day of
school when I met my best friend, when my team won
the relay, I actually could not believe it, so much happiness filled inside me. Another moment was when I met
my best friend at just 4 years old. I remember I really
liked her dress so I asked her if she wanted to be best
friends, she said yes and I was so exited I thought we
could do everything together and be best friends together.
I have changed quite a lot since I have just first started.
I have become a lot more confident because I was really
shy before year 4 even with teachers I would speak so
quietly, but eventually I found my confidence. I also
have been able to increase my knowledge during these
years at Elmhurst.
I feel really upset to leave this school, I have been attending Elmhurst for about 7 years and the thought of
leaving to a new school and making new friends makes
me feel very nervous but at the same time I feel exited
knowing that I am growing up.

It has been a good few years at Elmhurst. I can’t pin
down my favourite memories as there's too many. But
I’ll try winning the trophy in debating for you. Lots of
hard work and dedication but we eventually got there.

I would like to say thank you for everyone at Elmhurst
for making my time here one of the best memories.

memories that you’ll cherish forever.”

Elmhurst is special as the teachers are very kind and
the education is amazing. Also it was the very first
school that I went to and I always have a very special
part of my life. I’ve learnt so much and it has really
changed me. It really boosted my confidence and social
skills. Leaving this school makes me devastated from
leaving my friends, my teachers and my fellow classmates.
- Afaq 6T

“Don’t be sad you are saying goodbye,
you should be happy because you’ve made

- Alicia 6CF
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