Thursday 21st December 2018

New head teacher of Elmhurst
Primary School!

ParentMail — Have you registered?
ParentMail is our new communications app that we will be
using to communicate with our parents. We will be sending
letters and emails through the app which will allow you to keep
up to date with the school from the comfort of your phone.
The app will also allow parents to inform the school of their
child's absence, pay for uniform and pay for school trips.
Please ensure that you have given your email address to the
school office and downloaded the free app which is available
on all IOS and android devices.
You will then be able to register on the ParentMail app using
the link, which will be sent to you via email.

Halal meat at Elmhurst: HMC
Approved

We are pleased to announce that Ms Samra has been
promoted to the position of head teacher of Elmhurst Primary School. Mr Ahmed will continue to be the Executive
Head teacher at Elmhurst School and the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of our New Vision Trust.

Breakfast Club

Attendance

I am pleased to now announce that all the halal
meat being served at Elmhurst Primary School is
100% HMC un-stunned. Our caterers Juniper
have given me their assurance.

Elmhurst has always prided itself on good attendance.
Last year the persistent absence rates ( pupils missing
10% or more sessions ) increased from 4% to 9% . This
is a worrying trend and something that we want to highlight to parents. The main reason for this increase is due
to the number of families who go on term time leave.
The school strongly discourages all term time leave requests due to the impact on our children's education. If
you need to go abroad on a family emergency then either go during the holiday period or please make alternative childcare arrangements so that children can still
attend school. The school will not authorise term time
leave except in extreme emergencies for up to 3 days
maximum. Please do not book tickets without speaking
to the school. Unauthorised leave will result in penalty
notices being issued and sanctions may include pupils
losing their school place. Please also ensure that where
possible, medical appointments to the dentist etc are
made in the evenings or at weekends. Let us continue to
work together to help improve our persistent absence
and attendance rates since this will lead to an improved
education for all our pupils.

Mr Ahmed
CEO of New Vision Trust

Term Dates
School Terms

Pupil Holidays

Christmas Break: Monday 24 December 2018 to Friday
4th January 2019
Spring 1: Monday 7th January 2019 to Friday 15 February 2019

Half Term: Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 22
February 2019

Spring 2: Monday 25 February 2019 to Friday 5th
April 2019

Spring Break: Monday 8th
April 2019 to
Monday 22nd April 2019

Summer 1:Tuesday 23rd
April 2019 to Friday 24 May
2019

Half Term: Monday 27 May
2019 to Friday 31 May 2019

We are pleased to announce that we are now part of
the National Schools Breakfast Programme, which
will support us in providing healthy food for breakfast. We will be expanding our Breakfast Club provision from January 14th 2019. Our breakfast club
starts at 7.45 until 9am and costs £1.50 per day.
Children should be dropped off no earlier than
7.45am.

Nursery’s Christmas Nativity

May day—Monday 6th May
2019
Summer 2: Monday 3 June
2019 to Friday 19 July 2019
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Summer Break: Monday 22
July 2019 to Monday 2nd
September 2019
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We would like to say a big "well done" to all of the Nursery
children for the fantastic Christmas Nativity show they put on.
They all looked brilliant and sang beautifully.
Thank you to all of the parents that for attending the shows,
the children were very excited to see their parents there.
We wish you all a very "Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year"
The Nursery team

Year 1’s Diwali assembly
We have had an exciting term in Year 1. We kicked
off the year with our special Diwali assembly. The
children and staff worked hard to put together a performance full of song, dance and colour. Every child
contributed from acting, narrating, singing, dancing,
playing the drums to showing off Rangoli patterns,
divas and much more. We hope you all enjoyed
watching it.

Year 1 have also been on two wonderful trips. The
first one was to the Paradise Wildlife Park and most
recently, we went to the Tower of London. As you
can see, the children loved these outings from
which they gained invaluable learning experiences.
We also have a trip to the theatre to see ‘Sleep
Beauty’ and a ‘Christmas Experience’ at a local
church coming up. Keep an eye out for the dates! A
massive thank you to all our parents who make
these trips happen by contributing and volunteering
to help.

Year Five Poetry Retreat — South Downs

X Times Tables X Rock Stars X

It's not that I'm so smart, it's just that I stay with problems longer—Albert Einstein
We have had a thriving start to our maths curriculum this autumn term
through the launch of the new Times Table Rock Stars programme for
years 2 to 6. After the successful trial in year 5 last year, this new incenti to encourage the rapid recall of related X and ÷ facts was taken
on board and we have already seen an improvement in pupils’ accuracy as well as speed. This interactive website, which is also available to
download as an app, has created a real buzz across the school with its
competitive nature and many classes have been competing with one
another to further add to the enthusiasm.
The rapid recall and application of these facts have always been a priority at Elmhurst and from June 2020, there will be the introduction of a
new formal online times table test for year 4 pupils across the country.
Our children should have personal login details with a username and a
password to access the following website or app: https://
play.ttrockstars.com/
We would encourage you to download this app onto your mobile
phones if it has internet access.
The link is also available on our school website when you click on Curriculum – Useful Links.
To reach the status of a Times Table Rock Star, pupils are required to
answer multiplication and division facts in less than 3 seconds. As they
make progress, they will be awarded certificates and have names featured on newsletters and onto our very new school Times Tables
Rockstars leader board display located near the entrance of our school
to celebrate pupils’ achievements. As part of our launch day in October, pupils as well as staff rocked in their rockstar outfits and engaged in many interactive times tables games
through the day. Please keep encouraging our children to practise learning and understanding the X and ÷ links!
Thank you for your ongoing support,

Ten lucky year 5 pupils recently spent 4 days in the South Downs on a poetry
retreat with pupils from five other local primary schools.
Every morning, they were up early exercising before embarking on a packed
schedule of activities. These included: a walk up a local hill where they experienced the beauty of nature, a trip to the beach followed by Frog Firle Farm
which was packed full of myths and legends,
drama workshops and a visit to a professional recording studio to record their selfpenned raps.
Throughout the trip they were incredibly
lucky to have Adisa the Verbalizer to guide Left to Right: Blazej, Modou,
them through their poetic journeys. Adisa Mujahida, Smoona. Taking
enabled them to view the world from different inspiration from the sunset
perspectives, inspiring the children to record behind our accommodation.
their creative ideas from which they could
write their soon to be published poems.
During the week, not only were the pupils constantly asked to step out of their
‘This week was interesting and
comfort zones, but they were also encouraged to reflect and explore their
exciting. Adisa really helped me
own joys and fears. They can all be incredibly proud of what they achieved
develop as a poet.’ Ruqia Jan
and how they not only coped, but thrived, making friends with and learning
from their fellow Newham poets.

Diva making with the parents!
In Reception we hosted the first of
many 'stay and Play' sessions
where parents were invited into
classes to come and support their
children with activities. For this
first session we made divas out of
clay to celebrate the festival of
Diwali. The children and parents
had a lot of fun using the clay and
moulding them into divas. They
explored many techniques in the
process, such as rolling and
pinching and twisting. The children
then painted their divas once they
were dried. They looked absolutely amazing!
Well done to the parents and childeren who took part!

Magical Maths is coming to Elmhurst Primary School
“Professor Poopenshtinken” and his assistant Katherine visited
Elmhurst Primary School recently and showed the children just
how much fun can be had with numbers!
This fantastic after school club helps engage children of all ages
and abilities with the subject of Maths through really fun and
challenging games, tricks and activities.
This six-week club begins on Wednesday 9th January so to sign
up or find out more, simply go to our website:
www.magicalmathsclub.com or call us on 01923 418019 but
hurry as places are limited!
We look forward to seeing your children for lots more
“Mathemagical” fun!
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Computing, Technology and Education
Technology is a very powerful tool For education. It enables multi-media learning, encourages collaboration and
creativity and students can learn and develop useful life skills through digital devices. In order to enhance our
teaching and learning at Elmhurst further, we have invested in 30 iPads that pupils have been using throughout
the Autumn Term in a range of core and foundation subjects. This means that each pupil has access to their
own iPad during a particular lesson.
They have been a great success! Pupils have been using them to practise times table facts, number bond
facts, spelling rules and have carried out individual research in their year group topic lessons. Our staff and pupils are very excited about the introduction of these and look forward to unlocking their potential further. Even
though technology is useful, it is important that for one evening a week, there should be a have a family digital
detox (where no phone, laptop or smart device is used) so plan a family activity instead.
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